
                                                                                                                                                   

 

          

 
Drawing on late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century trade annuals, this talk explores how networks of commerce, culture, and 
society shaped the British presence in Istanbul through shared institutions, professional affiliations, and everyday urban connections. 
Beginning with the identification of prominent individuals, families, institutions, and associations appearing in the annuals, the 
research examines how memberships, professional ties, and institutional relationships contributed to the formation of 
interconnected British networks across the city. 
Through the examination of trade annuals alongside archival and secondary sources, a lexicon of individuals, families, institutions, 
and associations was gradually formed, making it possible to trace relationships established through shared social, professional, and 
institutional environments. These connections were subsequently visualised through network mapping, while the residential and 
commercial addresses recorded in the annuals were mapped in order to reveal the spatial distribution of these networks across the 
city. The resulting maps and network visualisations reveal not only institutional relationships but also the spatial patterns through 
which British social and professional life became embedded within the urban fabric of Istanbul. Rather than attempting to reconstruct 
the entirety of the British presence in Istanbul, the talk offers a partial yet connected reading of a community shaped through 
overlapping lives, places, and institutions. 
This talk presents the research process and outcomes of the project Commerce, Culture and Society: Contributions of the British 
Community in Late Ottoman Constantinople and Early Republican Istanbul, coordinated by the Levantine Heritage Foundation (LHF), 
and conducted by Bengi Su Ertürkmen. 

Booking is essential: Link to follow soon 

 
*Image produced by Bengi Su Ertürkmen with AI assistance using visuals from trade annuals and LHF website 

  

 

 

 

Bengi Su Ertürkmen, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor in the Department of Architecture at Gazi 

University. Her research focuses on architectural and urban history, late Ottoman and early 

Republican urban culture, everyday life, modernity, gender, and non-Muslim communities. Her work 

has been published in internationally recognized journals on topics including urban modernity, 

leisure culture, sports and public space, and the spatial histories of Istanbul and Ankara. In 2021, she 

received the VEKAM Research Award for a collaborative project on leisure practices and urban space 

in early Republican Ankara, and in 2023 she was awarded the Scott Opler Emerging Scholar 

Fellowship by the Society of Architectural Historians. 
 

Levantine Heritage Foundation in-person presentation in Istanbul with guest speaker Bengi Su 

Ertürkmen, 16 (?) October 2026, 6 pm (?) 

venue: TBC 

Connected Lives: Mapping British Commercial and Social Networks in Late Ottoman 

Constantinople 

Please join the LHF. Members can attend online talks for free and have priority registration at in-person events. They also receive priority support for their 
family or academic research projects. For event sponsorship packages, please contact chairman@levantineheritage.com. All sponsors will be thanked at 

events and on our website. 

https://www.levantineheritage.com/join-us.html

