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gv N % Zafer Akay
a@ 45 Levantine Heritage of Moda Walk / Moda’nin Levanten Mirasi Yiirlyiis
Yapq *°

The urbanization journey of Kadikdy—the first modern residential area on Istanbul’s Anatolian side—began in the 19th
century. Like Istanbul’s historic peninsula, as well as Ankara, izmir, Antakya, and many other significant Anatolian cities,
Kadikoy sits—largely unaware—atop a forgotten past. A common trait shared by all these places is that the Ottoman-era
residential fabric—which lay quietly across various historical layers—was largely obliterated in a ruthless manner during
the mid-20th century to make way for multi-story apartment blocks, all while the very concept of ‘archaeological sites’
was only just beginning to be recognized. Considering that its city walls were dismantled and used in the construction of
the Valens Aqueduct, one might conclude that history has not been particularly kind to Chalcedon.

While Kadikéy appears to have been a quiet Greek settlement during the Ottoman era, we see it begin to expand as a
residential area and develop its infrastructure in the second half of the 19th century—particularly following the discovery
of the Moda Peninsula by prominent Levantine families.

We designed our route—conceived as a voluntary, hypothetical walk of Moda—by zigzagging through the
neighbourhood; this allowed us to view the Levantine buildings efficiently while remaining faithful to Moda’s grid layout.
Beyoglu’nda Tanzimat'tan sonra elcilik yapilariyla baslayan Sanayi-i Nefise Mektebi'nin agilmasiyla giderek ¢esitlenen yapi
faaliyetinin birgok ilging istanbul’un Anadolu yakasinin ilk modern konut yerlesim bolgesi olan Kadikdy’iin kentlesme
seriiveni 19. yiizyilda baslar. Kadikdy de tipki istanbul’un tarihsel yarimadasi, Ankara, izmir, Antakya ve birgok baska
onemli Anadolu kenti gibi unutulmus bir gecmisin tizerinde pek de farkinda olmadan oturuyor. Hepsinin ortak bir 6zelligi
farkli katmanlar tizerinde sessizce uyuyan Osmanli dénemi konut dokulari cogunlukla 20. Yizyilin ortalarinda vahsice
ortadan kaldirilp, yerlerini gok kath apartmanlara birakirken “arkeolojik alan” kavramlarinin da yeniyeni farkedilmeye
baslanmis olusu. Surlarinin sékiliip Valens kemerinin insaatinda kullanildigini distintirsek tarihin de belki Khalkedon’a gok
da insafli davranmamis oldugunu anlayabiliriz.

Osmanli doneminde oldukga sakin bir Rum yerlesmesi olarakgoriinen Kadikoy’iin, 19. Yizyilin ikinci yarisinda 6zellikle
Moda Burnu cevresinin bazi 6nemli Levanten aileler tarafindan kesfi ile birlikte, yerlesim alani olarak biiyimeye ve
donanim olarak gelismeye basladigini goriiyoruz.

Gonulla Varsayimsal bir Moda Yiriiylsi olarak kurguladigimiz rotamizi, Moda’nin 1zgara dizenine sadik kalip Levanten
binalari kisa siirede gorebilmek icin zikzaklar gizerek hazirladik.

Cem Temuroglu

https://clubveronique.com/content/cem-temuroglu

Zafer Akay is a part-time lecturer at Istanbul Bilgi University and is the co-author of the book ‘Cumhuriyet Dénemi
istanbul Mimarlig’, 2015. He was also the walk host for the 2017 for LHF-Istanbul as part of the conference
‘Levantines as pioneers of Modernization in Industry and Trade in the Ottoman Empire’ together with the
DuinyaMirasiAdalar group for the Buiylikada / Prinkipo walk and later Yesilkdy / St Stefano walk in 2019.

Zafer Akay, istanbul Bilgi Universitesi'nde yari zamanl 6gretim gérevlisi olup, 2015 tarihli *Cumhuriyet Dénemi
istanbul Mimarhg* kitabinin ortak yazaridir. Kendisi ayrica, ‘Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda Sanayi ve Ticarette
Modernlesmenin Onciileri Olarak Levantenler’ baslkli konferans kapsaminda LHF-istanbul adina;
DiunyaMirasiAdalar grubuyla birlikte gergeklestirilen Biiylkada (Prinkipo) yurtylisde (2017) ve daha sonraki

Yesilkoy (St. Stefano) yirilyusinde (2019) eslik yapmistir.


https://clubveronique.com/content/cem-temuroglu
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Saturday 17 October 2026, 1.00 pm start (approx. 3 hours for walk and discussion) The park
opposite Moda Primary School
Walk is free with limited numbers but booking essential

17 Ekim 2026 Cumartesi, saat 13.00'te baslangic (yuriyls ve sohbet icin yaklasik 3 saat)
Moda ilkokulu'nun karsisindaki park
YiirtiyUs Ucretsizdir ve katilimci sayisi sinirlidir; ancak rezervasyon yapilmasi zorunludur

moda-houses-walk.eventbrite.co.uk



https://moda-houses-walk.eventbrite.co.uk/

Moda Levantine Walk
1. Meeting Point: The park opposite Moda Primary School (formerly the
“McDonald’s pool”).

2. Our Route: Leylek Street. It is said that the street takes its name from the

storks that used to frequently visit the garden of the Aramyan Armenian
School (early 1870s) during that era.

As we head down in this direction, on Bademalti Street, we find the house
rumoured to have been the summer residence of the famous physician
Marko Pasha.

Estimated date of construction: second half of the 19th century.

3. We turn left from Moda Avenue and walk up Agabey Street.

An original doorway repurposed from an Art Nouveau structure. A
distinctive building—and its private courtyard—designed by Konstantinos
Pappas (Master Builder Pape) for the Sarica family. Estimated date: early
20th century.

At the end of the road, a building whose balcony suggests to us that it was

Levantine-owned. Brief information regarding the ethnic markers found on

balconies.
Across the street, a building that was restored and converted into an

apartment block; although it has lost its original spirit, it still bears traces of

that era.

4. Cem Street: We continue along a zigzag path and head down Cem Street.

Buildings that have withstood the test of time and the Church of the
Assumption (Assomption).

At the end of the road, the site of the former Kadikdy Notre Dame de Sion
(early 1860s—late 1930s) and a surprise structure located there: Jacques
Pervititch house.

5. Moda Avenue: The former Lausanne Club building (estimated late 19th
century).

Mahmut Muhtar Pasha’s Marble Mansion (1886) and the mystery behind
its coat of arms.

The Sarica Mansion (early 20th century).

6. The Whittall Cul-de-sacs. A zigzag through the two famous cul-de-sacs
where the Whittall family mansions once stood.

Remnants of a long, historic wall preserved within apartment gardens.

7. Living witnesses of history: Mastic trees

Historic mastic trees—relics of the Levantines of Moda—and the reasons
they were planted.

8. Frederici House (Oman Consulate)

A mansion that formerly belonged to the Furstenberger family.

9. Moda’s first slope

We descend the steps said to have been commissioned by Slreyya Pasha
and pass by the Atifet Hanim House, designed by architect Emin Onat.
Exiting the area via a very old route that | believe constitutes Moda’s first
slope.

10. All Saints Church and the Baris Mango House

A church built with donations from the Whittall family.

The house Baris Mancgo purchased from the Whittalls.

11. The Lorando Mansion and cistern

Remains of the Lorando house (second half of the 19th century).
Remains of a cistern running parallel to the historic Saint-Joseph wall.

12. Conclusion: Saint-Joseph

A view of the Saint-Joseph buildings from a distance.

13. If time permits:

A mysterious building hemmed in by adjoining structures: The Tubini House
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Moda Levanten Yiiriiyls

1. Bulusma Yeri: Moda ilkokulu karsisindaki park (eski
“McDonald’s havuzu”).

2. Istikametimiz: Leylek Sokak.Sokak adini, bir dénem
Aramyan Ermeni Okulu’nun (1870 basllari) bahgesine sirekli
gelen leyleklerden aldigindan bahsedilir

Bu yonde asagi inerken Bademalti Sokak’ta, Ginli doktor
Marko Pasa’nin yazlik evi oldugu rivayet edilen ev.

Tahmini yapim yili 19. ylzyilin ikinci yarisi.

3. Moda Caddesi’nden sola doniip Agabey Sokak’tan yukari
¢ikiyoruz.

Art Nouveau bir yapidan devsirilmis orijinal bir kapi.
Konstantinos Pappas (Pape Kalfa) Sarica ailesi igin yaptigi farkli
bir bina ve 6zel avlusu. Tahminen 20. ylizyil baslari.

Yolun sonunda, balkonundan Levanten oldugunu tahmin
ettigimiz bir bina. Balkonlarin etnik isaretleri hakkinda kisa
bilgi.

Yolun karsisinda, restore edilip apartman yapilmis bir bina.
Eski ruhunu kaybetmis olsa da dénemin bazi izlerini hala
tasiyor.

4. Cem Sokak : Zikzakla devam edip Cem Sokak’tan asagi
iniyoruz. Zamana direnen binalar ve Assomption Kilisesi.
Yolun sonunda eski Kadikdy Notre Dame de Sion’un (1860
baslari—1930 sonlari) yeri ve orada slirpriz bir yapi : Jacques
Pervititch evi.

5. Moda Caddesi

Eski Lozan Kuliib( Binasi (Tahmini 19. ytzyil sonlan).
Mahmut Muhtar Pasa’nin Mermer Koski (1886) ve armasinin
sirri

Sarica Koski (20. ylzyil baslan).

6. Whittall Cikmazlari. Whittall ailesinin konaklarinin
bulundugu iki meshur ¢ikmazda zikzak.

Hatira kalmig uzun bir duvarin apartman bahgelerinde kalan
pargalari.

7. Tarihin canli taniklari: Sakiz agaglar

Moda Levantenlerinden hatira kalan tarihi sakiz agaclari ve
dikilis nedenleri.

8. Frederici Evi (Umman Baskonsoloslugu)

Furstenberger ailesinden kalan konak.

9. Moda’nin ilk yokusu

Sureyya Pasanin yaptirdigi séylenen merdivenlerinden inip,
mimarligini Emin Onat’in yaptig1 Atifet Hanim evinin éniinden
gegiyoruz.

Moda’nin ilk yokusu oldugunu distndigimiz, cok eski bir
aksin bulundugu alandan gikis.

10. All Saints Kilisesi ve Baris Mango Evi

Whittall ailesinin bagislariyla yapilmis kilise.

Baris Manc¢o’nun Whittall’lardan aldigi ev.

11. Lorando Konagi ve sarnig

Lorando evinin kalintisi (19. ytzyihn ikinci yarisi).

Tarihi Saint-Joseph duvarina paralel uzanan bir sarnig kalintisi.
12. Kapanis: Saint-Joseph

Saint-Joseph yapilarina uzaktan bakis.

13. Vakit kalirsa:

Bitisik nizam igcinde kalmis gizemli bir yapi: Tubini evi
kk ok



