41st Levantine Heritage Foundation hybrid presentation in London with guest speaker Aristide
Chryssoulis, 2 June 2026, 6 pm (UK time)

venue: Royal Anthropological Institute, 50 Fitzroy St, Fitzrovia, London W1T 5BT

Life under the Princes of Samos. Observations on Legal Forms of Belonging in a Peculiar
Polity, the Principality of Samos (1834-1912).

What did it mean to belong to the Principality of Samos (Hyeuovia Zauou or Sisam Beyligi), a peculiar island polity of the
nineteenth century eastern Mediterranean? An autonomous tributary vassal to the Ottoman Sultan, the Principality is
typically viewed through the binary lens of local resistance to princely rule. The Princes of Samos, while a non-hereditary
office, were appointed by the Porte from among the prominent Phanariot families; scholarship has examined how some
regarded the role as both prestigious and politically marginalising. Less attention, however, has been paid to how the
Samiot islanders, beyond the urban elite, understood their position within this autonomous island province. The
Principality offered its inhabitants a distinctive, legally defined form of belonging — a Samiot 'indigeneity' or 'nationality’
open to all residents of the island, and with it a set of expectations around protection and representation inspired by
contemporary, and crucially sovereign, political formations. Drawing on case studies from the Samiot archives, this talk
offers fresh insight into everyday life under the Princes, and into how islanders perceived an autonomous province that
quietly conducted itself as though it were a state.

Booking is essential: https://aristide-chryssoulis-presentation.eventbrite.co.uk
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Aristide Chryssoulis completed his PhD in History at the University of Cambridge earlier this year. His
thesis examined the Principality of Samos (1834—-1912), a self-governing island province of the
Ottoman Empire, at the intersection of legal and social history, political sociology, and cultural
anthropology. His broader research interests encompass diplomatic and consular history, the history
of maritime and insular spaces, and environmental history. He is currently teaching an undergraduate
course on the early modern Mediterranean at the Faculty of History, Cambridge, and is developing a
postdoctoral project on forest management across the Greek islands in the nineteenth century. His
work has appeared in Rives méditerranéennes and Etudes balkaniques — Cahiers Pierre Belon.

Please join the LHF. Members can attend online talks for free and have priority registration at in-person events. They also receive priority support for their
family or academic research projects. For event sponsorship packages, please contact chairman@|evantineheritage.com. All sponsors will be thanked at
events and on our website.


https://aristide-chryssoulis-presentation.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.levantineheritage.com/join-us.html

