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ABSTRACT

THE FIRST DUTCH AMBASSADOR IN ISTANBUL: CORNELIS HAGA
AND THE DUTCH CAPITULATIONS OF 1612

Ari, Bilent
PhD, Department of History
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Halil INALCIK

December 2003

This digsertation evaluates the granting of capitulations to the Dutch Republic by
the Ottoman Sultan in 1612, and early years of first Dutch ambassador Cornelis Haga. -
The United Provinces, formed by seven provinces of the Low Countries in 1579, signed
Twelve Years Truce with Spain in 1608. The truce was the beginning of Dutch primacy in
world economy, which would last until mid 17" century. The Dutch Republic sent Haga to
achieve grant of capitulations by the Sultan Ahmed |. Despite intensive opposition of
Venetian, French and English ambassadors at the Porte, Haga fulfilled his mission and
remained in Istanbul as resident ambassador. From Haga's arrival onwards, Vizier Halil
Pasa provided all kinds of assistance to him in establishing diplomatic relations with the
Porte. In a few years Dutch consulates were opened in major port cities throughout the
Mediterranean. Haga remained in Istanbul for 27 years, where he came for a temporary
mission. Halil Pasa’s protection was ailways crucial both for Haga and for the Dutch
merchants. This study analyses the story of Haga as an ambassador relying on his
register book including all diplomatic correspondences of his embassy. In other words,
the dissertation is a case study for granting of capitulations by the Ottoman Sultan and
the diplomatic maneuvers resorted by other ambassadors at the Porte.

Keywords: Holland, The Netherlands, Cornelis Haga, Halil Pasa, Capitulations,
Ambassador, Diplomacy, States General, Levant Company, Europe.



OZET

ISTANBUL’DAKI ILK HOLLANDA BUYUKELCISI: CORNELIS HAGA VE
1612 HOLLANDA KAPITULASYONLARI

Arl, Bllent
PhD, Tarih BolUmi

Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Halil INALCIK

Aralik 2003

Bu calisma, 1612 yiinda Osmanh padisdhi Sultan |. Ahmed tarafindan Hollanda
Cumhuriyeti’ne verilen kapitiilasyonlan ve Istanbul'daki itk Holtanda elgisi Comelis Haga'nin ilk
seféret yillanini ele almaktadir. 1579 yilinda yedi eyalet tarafindan kurulan Hollanda Cumhuriyeti,
1609 yilinda Ispanya ile 12 Yil Mitarekesi'ni imzaladi. Bu miitareke Hollanda’nin 17. ylzyil
ortalanna kadar siren diinya ekonomik liderliginin baslangicidir. Hollanda Cumhuriyeti Sultan 1.
Ahmed 'den kapitiilasyon alabilmek igin Haga'yi génderdi. Istanbul'daki Venedik, Fransiz ve
Ingiliz elgilerinin yogun muhalefetine rajmen Haga gérevini baganyla tamamlayip Istanbul'da
kaldi. Haga'nin Istanbul’a gelisinden itibaren Vezir Halil Paga ona her tirlii yardimi yapti. Birkag
yil iginde Akdeniz'in biittin nemli liman sehirlerinde Holanda konsolosluklan acildi. Haga gegici
gorevie geldigi Istanbul'da 27 yil kaldi. Biitiin bu gelismelerde Halil Pasa’nin Haga'yr ve
Hollanda tliccanm himayesi oldukea etkili oldu. Bu tez, Haga'nin elgilik defterine dayanarak
onun sefiretinin hikayesini anlatmaktadir. Bir baska deyisle, tez, Osmanli padigdhinin bir
kapitiilasyonu nasil verdigini ve Bab-1 Ali nezdindeki diger elgilerin bunu 6nlemek icin yaptikiari

diplomatic manevralan anlatan bir smek olay mahiyetindedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hollanda, Cornelis Haga, Halil Pasa, Kapitilasyonlar, Elgi,

Diplomasi, Levant Kumpanyasi, Avrupa, Korsanlik, Akdeniz.
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INTRODUCTION

In this study, the basic aim is to evaluate the granting of capitulations to the
Netherlands by the Sultan in 1612, and to evaluate the early years of the first
Dutch ambassador in Istanbul, Cornelis Haga. In other words, the research will
focus on the year 1612 while rhaking flashbacks to Dutch history, and
international developments in Northern Europe, the Mediterranean, North Africa

and Middle East.

When | first started my research, | was thinking of concentrating only on
Dutch history and Ottoman — Dutich relations. However, as my studies furthered
and deepened, bibliographical and archival research inevitably dragged me into
European political, cultural, cultural, economic and even religious developments.
As time passed, together with Spain, England, Venice and even the Pope got

»

involved in the Ottoman — Dutch relations.

After six years of research, in the end, | could convince myself that | could
conclude the readings on the subject and complete the writing. Although | have
collected a great collection of materials, | could use only about one tenth of them.
Most of the materials were relevant to European history. They provided me with a
_general opinion about the conflicts, frictions, battles, and wars among the major
powers of Europe, the Ottoman Empire, Spain, France, and Holy Roman Empire.
Throughout the Dutch Revolt, between 1567 and 1609, England was also part of

the diplomatic and military interac;ion with Spain. As can be followed at the



relevant chapter, Spain made a naval attempt in 1588 to get rid of England, and

consequently defeat the Dutch Republic.

At the beginning of the 17" century, the time that | will be dealing with,
Venice still played an important commercial, if not military role in the
Mediterranean. But it would fall into a secondary role soon after. Together with
Venice, Spain would also decline in this era at the expense of England and the

Netherlands.

I will not try to contribute or challenge the known facts of European history.
Nevertheless, my research shows that the role of the Ottoman Empire in this
period was ignored, omitted, and sometimes underestimated. Prof. Halil inalcik
has written numerous articles on the influence of the Ottoman Empire on
European affairs. As he puts it, without consideration of the Ottoman Empire,
European history cannot be understood. Similarly, without considering European

politics, Ottoman history cannot be clarified.

One dilemma of European historians is their difficulty in evaluating Ottoman
archives. My humble contribution will thus be to combine Ottoman archival
material with Venetian and Dutch documents. Thanks to the Venetian network of

bailos’ in Istanbul, Madrid, London, Paris and Vienna, and their reports, we could

! Venetian diplomatic agents in foreign capitals. Although bailos dispatched on the
diplomatic developments regularly to the Doge and Senate in Venice, they acted as
representatives of the Venetian merchants rather than a diplomatic agent. Because they
were paid not by Venice, but by the merchants trading in the country they resided.
Venetian merchants paid consulate fee to the Venetian bailo in Istanbul, in addition to the
customs duty, called cottimo. This amount was 1% in 15" Century, but increased to 2 %
in 16™ and 17" centuries. Because of this in early 17" century the English and French
ambassadors inclined to see the Venetian bailo as a representative of the Venetian



get very valuable information about the political, military, and economic
developments in these centers. These reports provide us synchronic reactions of
the political mechanisms in each country. The combination of that knowledge
with Dutch and Ottoman approach, | believe, would enlighten future researchers
and facilitate their efforts in evaluating the existing documents and archival

material.

Dr. Aleander De Groot has made a research 25 years ago on the embassy
of Comelis Haga and his diplomatic activities in Istanbul covering the years
between 1610 and 1630. He completed his dissertation at Leiden University, and
Nederlands Archeology institute published it.? This study, doubtless, filled a big
gap on the early Ottoman - Dutch relations. Since it was basicly addressed to the
non—Turkish readers, his study also dealt with the administrative mechanism of
the Ottoman Empire, such as the role of the Sultan, Divan-i Himéayun, and etc.
Dr. De Groot spared a chapter on the life and the career of Halil Paga as well.
The last part of Dr. De Groot’s study was allocated to the transcription and
English translation of Dutch capitulations, granted by Sultan Ahmed | in 1612. His
research covers the pe’riod of 1610 — 1630, which he included the attempis of a
military alliance between the Ottoman Empire and the Dutch Republic. In his

work, De Groot mostly relied on the collection of documents from Dutch archives,

merchants in Istanbul, rather than a plenipotentiary ambassador of Venice at equal rank
with other ambassadors. The term was generally as balyos in the Ottoman documents.
2 Alexander De Groot. The Ottoman Empire and the Dutch Republic: A History of the

Earliest Diplomatic Relations 1610-1630, (Leiden/Istanbul: Nederlands Historisch-
Archaelogisch Instituut, 1978).



published by Dr. H. Heeringa, in 1910.® He also published a book in Dutch
without notes, mainly for popular use. But, in this study he widwly used the
documents available in the Dutch archives.* That book was also among the main

references of Dr. De Groot.

In this study, beside the above-mentioned sources, | tried to thoroughly
evaluate the register book of Haga in particular. Although Dr. De Groot had
mentioned Haga's book among his references, he rarely used the documents
inside it. For this reason his dissertation reflected the Dutch point of view based
on Haga's dispatches and resolutions of the States General. Although
correspondence between Haga and the Dutch government has great importance
in this field, confiicts and frictions between the power groups at the Porte cannot
be neglected. Haga’s register book provided wide range of documents, which
reflect the attitude of all these groups in the Ottoman capital. Imperial decrees of
the Sultans, letters of the Deputy-Grand Vizier, $eyhilislam, Viceroys, and
particularly correspondance of Halil Pasa carried both implicit and explicit
messages regarding the Dutch capitulations and the embassy of Haga.
Especially letters of Ottoman local authorities to the Porte are very important to'
observe the approaches of Ottoman officials in granting of capitulations under
new conditions. | combined both Dutch and Ottoman documents to have a better
view of the picture of this period. In this way, this dissertation is a kind of case
study for granting capitulations to a foreign nation by the Ottoman Sultan. French

and English capitulations were granted much earlier, but we have no detailed

3 Bronnen Tot De Geschidenis Van Den Levantschen Handel, Ed. K. Heeringa, vols I-Il,
(‘s-Gravenhage: Martinus Nijhof, 1910). )

* K. Heeringa, De Eerste Nederlandsche Gezant Bjj De Verheven Porte, (Utrecht: A.
Oosthoek, 1917). '



information about the diplomatic process. Through Haga's register book, which |
tried to evaluate almost every detail in it, we could learn most of the political and
diplomatic developments at the Porte. The documents also reflected the opinions
of the Ottoman authorities regarding commercial and diplomatic reciprocity.

These are the points that we have little information in Ottoman diplomacy.

As well known, the Low Countries at the time we are dealing with should be
distinguished from the modern state of the Netherlands. The Low Countries
covered today’s Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, and a small portion of
northern France. A decade after the Dutch Revolt erupted, the seven provinces
of the northern Netherlands established the United Provinces in 1579 with the
Union of Utrecht, while the remaining ten was called the Spanish Netheriands. It
must be remembered that the French armies occupied the Netherlands in late
Eighteenth century, and Belgium gained independence in 1830 as a result of a.

series of revolts.

After giving general information on the geography, history, religion,
administration, and economic and social structure of the Netherlands in chapter
Il, | have focused on the early contacts between the two countries in chapter Ill.
After this brief information on the Low Countries, the early periods of Dutch trade
in the Levant and the responses of the existing actors in the Mediterranean basin
was handled. In this chapter, the impact of the Truce, and the situation of the
Dutch merchants vis-a-vis the English and the Venetians was tried to be clarified
relying on the reports of the Venetian bailos from major European and Ottoman
capitals. In Ottoman point of view, although high respect was shown to the
English, and all facilities were provided for the English merchants at the expense
of the French and the Venetians, the English vessels were intensively involved in

- privateering. Moreover, Anglo - Spanish peace treaty signed in 1604 by James |



changed the attitudes of the Porte against England. James’ abandonment of
Elizabeth’s policies affected the Ottoman Viziers' opinions vis-a-vis England. The
Ottoman authorities, including Sultan Ahmed, began to conclude that there was
no need to sustain the good relations with a country, which was not engaged in
hostile relations with Spain any more. These attitudes could only be neutralized
with the influence of Seyhdlislam. The change in the policy of the recently
crowned English king and intensive English privateering in the Mediterranean has
structured the ground for the establishment of friendly relations with the Dutch

Republic.

In Chapter IV, which deals with the first Dutch envoy at the Porte, the
attempts of the United Provinces to achieve granting of capitulations from the
Ottoman Sultan were evaluated. Despite the intrigues of the Venetian bailo and
the French ambassador at the Porte to prevent the Dutch capitulations, Haga
could achieve an audience with the Sultan. The personality of Haga, his

———character;-hisrespectful behavior towards the Viziers and other dignitaries of the
Porte played an important role for this achievement. While the other
ambassadors at the Porte continuously conflicted: and caused frictions, the
patience and smooth approach of Haga influenced the Sultan, the Viziers, the
Seyhdlislam, and even Seyh Aziz Mahmud HUdayi, who was very influential over
the Sultan personally. This should be considered as vital for diplomatic success
at the Porte. This period covers the immediate years of the embassy of Haga in

.Istanbul. To clarify the reactions of France, England, and Venice, and their
ambassadors in Istanbul, | have used the Venetian archival material intensively.
The Venetian documents reflect the diplomatic atmosphere of the major capitals

&

of Europe at all respects.



Chapters V and VI of my dissertation dealt with the activities of Haga with
the Ottoman senior authorities and the efforts of Halil Paga to achieve the grant
of Dutch capitulations from the Sultan. The intensive contacts of Dutch
ambassador soon after his arrival in Istanbul required a thorough evaluation of
the Ottoman documents beside the Dutch and the Venetian archival material. In
this regard, the register book of Haga is the basic source, which Dr. De Groot
attributed little attention.® Other than the imperial decrees and the imperial letters
of the Sultans this register book contains the letters of Ottoman authorities and of
Halil Paga. The letters of Halil Paga to the Ottoman local authorities, regarding
the protection of Dutch merchants and Dutch consuls at the initial years of Haga
is noteworthy. These letters and other relevant documents were evaluated within
the framework of a case study on granting capitulations by the Ottoman Sultan to

a foreign nation, and establishment of a residential embassy in Istanbul.

The documents, which were evaluated for this dissertation, provided us
detailed information about the background of granting comprehensive
capitulations. Diplomatic developments about previous French and English
capitulations were only known by the dispatches of the Venetian bailos, while in
this case, the development of the events, the negotiations, the grant of
capitulations, and afterwards could be followed from Ottoman, Dutch, English
and Venetian archival materials. Thanks to the register book of ~H_aga, which
.included all official and personal correspondence, we could obtain information in
dept. Because of this, the full content of Haga’s register book was enclosed at
the Appehdix with their English summaries to .be used by future researchers.

Each document was given at separate pages with document number and an

s Manuscript. Paris Bibliothéque Nationale, Supplement Turc, No: 118.



English summary below. Some of the crucial documents, carrying political and
diplomatic importance, were transliterated in the following pages. | hope it would
be beneficial for the researchers who make studies on the Ottoman diplomatic

and economic history.

The contribution of this study to the field would be to reflect the background
of the discussions, negotiations, conflicts, and intrigues throughout the procedure
of granting Dutch capitulations. In Dutch case, other than the Dutch ambassador,
the English, French, and Venetian representatives were also involved in the
process. It also shows us the international character of the capitulations. Granting
of capitulations to one nation had great impacts on the commercial interests of
the others. Because, achieving capitulations from the Ottoman Sultan greatly

affected the volume of a country’s Levant trade.

There are numerous bibliographical works on the Dutch Revolt between
1567 and 1609, which ended with the Twelve Years Truce in 1609. Dutch
historians provided me with many kinds of secondary material on every aspects
of the Netherlands. The monumental work of John Lotrop Motley, The Rise of the
Dutch Republic, in three volumes, taught me the chronological developments of
the Dutch Revolt. The important work of Geoffrey Parker on the Dutch Revolt has
given me inspiration on many aspects. One valuable and recent publication in
this area, The Dutch Republic by Jonathan Israel, has provided me with precious
knowledge on every aspect of Dutch history. Maps, tables, information on
institutions, and culture and economic life are all available in his recent study.
From Martin van Gelderen’s book, The Political Thought of the Dutch Revolt,
155?-1590, | learned, in depth, about the Revolt. Marjolein ‘t Hart's The Making
of A Bourgeois State also contributed to my study about the cultural and

economic roots of the Netherlands.



Regarding the archival materials, the most important set of documents that
occupied considerable space in Appendix as well, is the Register Book of
Cornelis Haga. This valuable register book contains the imperial decrees,
imperial letters, petitions, appointments, complaints, and the official dispatches
from the Sublime Porte regarding the Dutch affairs. Consisting of 200 folios,
which contain 217 documents, the book provided precious information about the
early diplomatic and commercial activities of Haga. The original of the register
book is kept in Paris, at the Bibliothéque Nationale, Supplement Turc, No: 118.
The whole set of documents, written in Ottoman together with their English
summaries in this register, is given in Appendix | (other than the official
correspondence, Dutch, English, and French capitulations are also included in
this register book). Although Dr. De Groot gave transliteration of the Dutch
capitulations of 1612 in the final chapter of his dissertation, | also included full
transliteration of 1612 capitulations in Appendix | following the Ottoman script.®
There are certain errors in reading by Dr. De Groot, which would change the

meaning of the articles.

A second important source of documents is the Algen;een Rijks Archief
(A.R.A.) in Den Haag. Beside the whole set of imperial letters belonging to later
periods, very valuable collection of letters by Sultans, Grand Viziers, and other
senior officials are kept in Staten Generaal, Secrete Kas funds. The original
documents of the 1612, 1638, and 1680 capitulations are also available among
this func!. With their golden ink monograms and marvelous Divani style Ottoman
calligrapﬁic scripts, the capitulations are among the most precious documents of

the A.R.A. They are kept in a special section and are not open for public use, but

L4

® Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale, Supplement Turc, No: 118 (Appendix 1, document 72).



10

| could see and read the documents with special permission. The 1612
capitulations is only exhibited rarely in the A.R.A. Some of the documents in this
inventory are also included in the embassy’s register book. So, originals of
certain documents can be found in the A.R.A., while their copies were registered
in Haga’s embassy book. | have mentioned this kind of documents at the
footnotes and below the documents at Appendix | with the inventory and register

number where the original of the document is available in the A.R.A.

Other valuable sources of documentation include the dispatches of the
Venetian bailos from Constantinople, Paris, Madrid and London. The reports of
the bailos provide background for the events that were not written in official
documents. The Calendar of State Papers, Foreign Series, Venice, provided me
information on the great rivalry between French, Venetian, and English

ambassadors and their hatred against the Netherlands, i.e., Cornelis Haga.

The documents demonstrate that ambassador Haga had formed a strong
circle of coalition among elite Ottoman officials. Vizier Halil Pagsa was the most
important and the most efficient official among the other chain of his supporters.
On many occasions, Halil Pasa backed Haga both politically and financially to
sustain his position in Istanbul. If Haga remained alone, he might have been a
victim of unending plots designed by French, English, and the Venetian

ambassadors.

The first two volumes of Levantshen Handel edited by K. Heeringa also
constitute a first hand and crucial source outlining Haga's adventures in Istanbul.
His diplomatic dispatches, reports, and memoranda provided me all the details of
his early diplomatic activities in Istanbul. The States General's letters to Haga

and to the Sublime Porte reflected and clarified the attitude of the Dutch
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authorities towards the developments in Istanbul. The resolutions and the letters
of the States General enlighten the atmosphere of the political developments in
Northern Europe as well. Thanks to these whole set of documents it is possible to

perceive the diplomatic structure of the major European capitals.

Despite being private records, the Fuggers Newsletters constitute a set of
archival documents on the political, financial, and international developments of
the period in Europe. One of the major creditors of Philip 1l, the Fuggers, lost
- huge amounts of money when Spain (Philip 1) went bankrupt and was unable to
pay its loans. That affected the Fuggers adversely and they lost their capital,
which could almost purchase an empire. For this reason, the Newsletters,
published by the Fuggers reflect the real political and military power balance

system in Europe.
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CHAPTER Il
THE NETHERLANDS

A. The Low Countries

It should be noted that when we mention *“the Netherlands” it is not
politically and geographically the present - day Netherlands but rather the
Spanish Netherlands. It was composed of present - day Netherlands plus
Belgium, Luxembourg and even the Northern French towns of Cambrai and
Douai. So, this area as a whole should be taken into account as the Habsburg
Netherlands. Although Holland is only a province of the Netherlands, in Turkey
and in some other countries, the word “Holland” was used to mention the
Netherlands as a whole. Readers should remember this point. Ottoman
documents, on the other hand, indicate the Netherlands as “Nederlanda” in its
correct form. This research will provide relevant maps where necessary to trace

the territorial losses and gains during the Dutch Revolt.

There were seventeen provinces in this area. Seven of them constituted the
United Provinces with the Union of Utrecht in 1579. The leaders of the remaining
ten signed the Treaty of Arras with Farnese' in the same year, and they

subsequently began to be called the Spanish Netherlands.?

! Alexander Farnese, Prince of Parma, and governor-general of the Netherlands.
2 Alexander De Groot, The Ottoman Empire and Dutch Republic, (Leiden-Istanbul: 1978)

p 292.
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1. Burgundy and England

The independent duchy of Burgundy included modern Belgium, Holland,
and northeast France to within three miles of Calais. In the 16™ century, the
English ordinarily called the Netheﬂands “Flanders” or “The Low Countries” but
continued to refer to “Burgundy” when they were discussing the traditional
alliance. For nearly 200 years the alliance with “Burgundy” had been the
cornerstone of English foreign policy. It was a military alliance against France

and it created flourishing trade relationship.®

Philip 11I* inherited from his father Charles V a classic example of the late
Medieval system of “dominium politicum et regale.” In theory, the sovereign had
broad authority, covering policy, justice and grace. The sovereign was the chef
legislator, the supreme judge, and the only ﬁgure competent to grant pardon and
reprieve. Since Charles V and Philip Il were frequently absent from the

Netherlands, they appointed a governor — general to govern the Low Countries.

in theory, the sovereign delegated his authority to the governor ~ general
(Dominium politicum et regale), as developed by Sir John Fortescue in the 15"
century treatise on the governance of England. Its essence was: “With regard to
taxation, the king should rule by such laws as he makes himself (Dominium

regale), but such laws should receive the assent of his people (Dominium

3 Jasper Ridley, Elizabeth I, (NY: Fromm, 1989) p 160.
* Son of Emperor Charles V, and Isabel of Portugal (1527-1598).  Became King of Spain,
Naples, Milan, and the Nethetiands (1556-1598) on his father's abdication.
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politicum). Koenigsberger had argued that the reign of Charles V over the

Netherlands was a typical example of “Dominium politicum et regale”.’

The Low Countries consisted of Seventeen provinces. Each province
enjoyed typical Medieval liberties, privileges and immunities, including the right to
preserve its own law and consent to its own taxes. This constitution of the
Netherlands was called the Joyeuse Entrée made by the reigning duke in
Brussels in 1335 after a solemn promise to recognize the liberties of the province
of Brabant.® The division of power between the prince and of the subjects relied

on two pillars:

1. Privileges of 1477 (granted, or rather negotiated on the occasion of the
unexpected death of the Duke, Charles the Bold on the battlefields of Nancy

which led to a grave political crisis).

2. Joyous Entry of Brabant, a constitutional document to which, from 1356, every
duke of Brabant had to take a solemn oath on the occasion of his inauguration

by the Brabant States.”

Before the revolt, there was no meaningful separation of north and south in
the Low Countries and that there was just one Habsburg Netherlands, within
which the Seventeen provinces (despite the differences between them) were
more or less united under the rule of the Habsburg court in Brussels. The

separation of north and south, stemming from the Revolt of 1572, appeared to be

® Martin van Gelderen, The Political Thought, p 19.
® R. R. Palmer, A History of the Medieval World, (NY: Alfred Knopf, 1960) p 108.
” Martin van Gelderen, ed. The Dutch Revolt, (Cambridge: CUP, 1993) p xiv.
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an artificial, unnatural rapture, which had no basis in previous history.® During
most of the history of the United Provinces, allegiance and identity were based
on provincial, civic, and sometimes also local rural sentiment rather than

attachment to the Republic as a whole.®

As known by most of the readers, territories reclaimed from the sea
constitute a great portion of today’s Netherlands. Especially in the provinces of
Holland and Zeeland, most of the areas are under sea level. Those regions were
reclaimed as a result of continuous efforts to control the rivers and seawaters.
Today, people in the Netherlands live in safety without any fear, since the
seawaters are controlled with walls and dykes that are constructed with high

technology.

In early ages, primitive dykes and dams had been constructed to control
the movement of water. In this respect, some digging of drainage channels were
made. But until around 1200, such efforts had remained on a limited scale and
were insufficient to allow regular cultivation of the Low Lands in western regions
of the Netherlands. That part of the Netherlands was subject to frequent flooding.
12" century Holland, Zeeland, Friesland, Groningen, and part of Flanders was

waterlogged marshy lands, dangerous and thinly populated.

Most agricultural and commercial activity was carried out on higher ground,
safe from flooding to the south and to the east. Only after 1200 did construction

of dykes and reclamation proceeded systematically. During the 13" century,

® J. Israel, The Dutch Republic, p V.
®J. Israel, ibid., p VL.
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extensive areas were dyked, drained, cultivated, and intensively colonized.'® By
1300, Holland, Zealand, Friesland, Flanders and Groningen constituted a new
country, protected and rendered productive by dikes, dams, polders, and huge
river embankments.'" Nevertheless, in the 14" century the Southern parts of the
Low Countries were more developed than the Northern parts. Beyond ltaly, the

South Netherlands was the most urbanized area of Europe.'?
2. Population

The 1348 Black Death, which lasted a century, devastated most European
towns and cities. However, Holland and Zealand were unique in Europe and
experienced a continuous expansion of urban life throughout Europe’s long
depression." It should be remembered that by the late 15" century, Flanders and
Brabants were still the two most populous and economically developed

provinces.

By 1500, the area of the (later) Dutch Republic was already populated
intensively with approximately 1 million inhabitants. A century later, the
population was around 1.5 million, and by 1700 it reached to some 1.9 million.
Most of the growth of the population was concentrated in the west in the province

of Holland. By the year, 1650, about 48% of the population resided in Holland. It

1% Jonathan Israel, The Dutch Republic Its Rise Greatness and Fall 1477-1806, (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1995) p 9.

"%, Israel, ibid.,, p 10.
2 J. Israel, ibid., p 12.
3 J. Istael, ibid., p 14.
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could be observed that by 1675, the people living in the cities comprised as much

as 42% of the entire population."

Table 1: Population of the main provinces in the Low Countries in 1477.

% of

the % %
Province Population Netherlands Rural Urban
Flanders 660.000 26.0 64 36
Brabant 413.000 16.0 69 31
Holiand 275.000 10.5 55 45
Artois 140.000 55 78 22
Hainault 130.000 5.0 70 30
Liege 120.000 4.5 - -
Gelderland 98.000 3.8 56 44
Walloon Flanders 73.000 2.8 64 36
Friesland 71.000 2.7 78 22
Luxembourg 68.000 2.6 85 15
Overijssel 53.000 2.0 52 48

Source: Jonathan Israel, The Dutch Republic, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995, p.15.

To better understand the rate of urban population in the Netherlands, this
research compares it to the urban population of other countries in Europe. (See
Table 2). The size of the urban population was only 5% in Germany, around 9%

in France, and less than 15% in Northern ltaly as late as 1800.

@

" Marjolein ‘t Hart, The Making of a Bourgeois State, War, Politics and Finance During

the Dutch Revolt, (Manchester: 1993) p 16.






