






Book presentation and 
some critical reflections 
on “Levantine Studies”

“We need history, but not like the spoiled 
idler in the garden of knowledge…”

Friedrich W. Nietzsche 
On the use and abuse of history for life 

(1874)



What is the topic of 
“Levantine studies”?

A period of history?
A geographical area?

A community?
An institutional conundrum?

A way of life?
A state of mind?



10th September 1914

Mass celebrations in Istanbul for the 
Ottoman government’s unilateral 
decision to abolish the capitulations







Φ (Fi factor) = Philosοphyphy

Π (Pi factor) = Politics

Ψ (Psi factor) = Psychoanalysis



Ψ = Psychoanalysis
     = Because of what?

- Curiosity for one’s own roots?

-Nostalgia for a period of exceptionality in 
one’s own family or national history?

-Exoticism / Orientalism?

-Idealization of a bygone past?

-Sense of guilt?
-Empathy for the pain of others?



Φ = Philosοphyphy = How?

Economics, Sociology, 
Anthropology,
 Jurisprudence

Theology
Political theory
Cultural studies

Postcolonial studies
Subaltern studies

“Splendour and catastrophe”

 



Π = Politics = For what?

Cosmopolitism
Multiculturalism

Pluralism

Migration
Social justice
Reconciliation

Study of liminal and marginal communities 

Inter-communal relations
Networks



        
        PROSOPOGRAPHY

Πρόσωποphy: face, person, character

 











National state / Political ideology

To believe that the aim is to take away an 
“imposed mask” in order to go finally 
back to one’s own true 
(imagined/invented) “origin”: this 
condition will then grant a clear and safe 
future for a defined and limited “us”.

Levantinism

There is no “origin” or “roots”: human 
nature is based on moving, traveling, 
always brokering & finding compromises. 
Because no safe future is given, we 
continuously need to find the middle-way 
between “all of us”.
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