
2nd Levantine Heritage Foundation tour & meal gathering in Istanbul, with guide Zafer Akay 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the 20th century Yeşilköy developed with a population of fishermen, fayton drivers and dairy farmers together 

with politicians, artists, writers and businessmen, an out of town pleasant suburb with impressive villas lining from Station street to 

the shoreline. The first occupants of the village were Greeks followed by a mixture of Levantines, Armenians, Moslem and Jewish 

families who lived peacefully together with their diverse cultures and customs – postcard views. 

Today Yeşilköy is one of the rare neighbourhoods of Istanbul which has been able to retain a degree of its old fabric. There is just a 

handful of some of the old French / Italian Levantine families with a sprinkling of remaining old Greek, Armenian and Turkish 

families, often with roots of prominent business, science and arts background giving Yeşilköy its distinctive living character. 

Buildings to be visited: Station Street, Semprini houses, Crespin House, Schlindler House, Greek primary school, Abdülmecit 

fountain, Dadyan Pasha Mansion remains, Surp Stefan Armenian Church, Agios Stephanos Greek Orthodox Church, St Stephano 

Latin Catholic Church, Latin Catholic cemetery, Mecidiye Mosque. 

The tour will start the Yesilköy train station (part of Marmaray network). 

 
The former Schlindler House, Yeşilköy. 

Multi-cultural history of Yeşilköy / St Stefano, Istanbul 

http://www.levantineheritage.com/ststephano.htm
http://www.marmaray.gov.tr/icerik/sefer/g%C3%BCnl%C3%BCk-tren-saatleri/64


20. yüzyılın başlarında, Yeşilköy balıkçı, kayıkçı, faytoncu ve mandıracıların yanı sıra siyasetçi, sanatçı, edebiyatçı ve iş adamlarının 

tercih ettiği bir sayfiye semti olarak ön plana çıkmış, İstasyon Caddesi’nden, sahil boyunca uzanan İstanbul Caddesi’ne dek 

birbirinden güzel köşk ve konaklar ünlü ailelere ev sahipliği yapmıştır. Yeşilköy’ün ilk sakinleri Rumlardan sonra semte gelip yerleşen 

Levanten, Ermeni, Türk ve Musevi aileler kültür, yortu ve gelenekleriyle birbirleriyle kaynaşmış. 

Günümüzün Yeşilköy’ü, eski İstanbul semtleri arasında kendine özgü ayrıcalıklı konumunu sürdürmeye çabalayan nadir semtler 

arasında. Eskiden beri varlıklarını devam ettiren kimi Fransız, İtalyan kökenli Levanten aileler; iki elin parmakları kadar az sayıda 

kalmış semtin en eskileri olan birkaç Rum aile; yine Yeşilköy’ün eskileri arasında yer alan kimi Ermeni ve Türk aileler, tanınmış iş 

adamları, bilim adamları ve sanatçılar Yeşilköy’ün renkli kimliğini yaşatmaya devam ediyorlar. 

İstasyon Caddesi, Semprini evleri, Crespin Evi, Schlindler Evi, Rum İlkokulu, Abdülmecit Çeşmesi, Dadyan Paşa Konağı kalıntıları, Surp 

Stefan Ermeni Kilisesi, Ayios Stefanos Rum Kilisesi, St. Stefano Latin Kilisesi, Latin Mezarlığı, Mecidiye Camisi. Turun baslangıç noktası 

Yeşilköy istaysonudur, saat 3 Çarşamba 15 Mayıs 2019. 

  

 

Zafer Akay is a part-time lecturer at Istanbul Bilgi University and is the co-author of the book ‘Cumhuriyet Dönemi 

İstanbul Mimarlığı’, 2015. He was also the tour guide for the 2017 for LHF-Istanbul as part of the conference 

‘Levantines as pioneers of Modernization in Industry and Trade in the Ottoman Empire’ together with the 

DünyaMirasıAdalar group for the Büyükada / Prinkipo tour, 12 November 2017 - gallery. 

 

Wednesday 15 May 2019, 3.00 pm start meet at The Yeşilköy train station 

Tour is free with limited numbers but booking essential: https://2nd-lhf-istanbul-

tour.eventbrite.co.uk/ 

 

http://www.levantineheritage.com/istanbul-conference3.html
https://2nd-lhf-istanbul-tour.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://2nd-lhf-istanbul-tour.eventbrite.co.uk/

