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From Smyrna to Beirut: The Story of International College 

 

 

I am IC, a School’s Journey from Smyrna to Beirut”, traces the story of International College from its 1891 founding in the 

cosmopolitan city of Smyrna (today’s Izmir) to its present location in Beirut, Lebanon. The tale begins with Protestant Minister Rev. 

Alexander MacLachlan and his struggle to keep the school open through the tumult of World War I, the Greek-Turkish war and 

Turkish nationalism. The story continues with IC’s move to Beirut and its merging with the American University of Beirut’s 

Preparatory School. It was thought to be a safe move and one which would ensure IC’s survival. But once again, the school found 

itself having to find a way to live through the turmoil of Arab nationalism and the horrific 16-year Lebanese civil war while 

simultaneously struggling to become independent from AUB. 

‘I am IC’, is a touching story of a school looking for a place it could finally call ‘home’. 

Booking essential: https://reem-haddad-presentation.eventbrite.co.uk 
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Reem Haddad worked as a journalist for several years before assuming the role of 
writer/editor at International College (IC) in Beirut. While there, she stumbled upon the name 
of Rev. Alexander MacLachalan and, utilizing her journalistic skills, embarked on a quest to 
unearth long-hidden treasures. Gradually, she unravelled the school's history and found 
herself on a journey from Izmir to Connecticut to Beirut, piecing together the fascinating story 
of the creation of International College. 

 
  

Please support these events by becoming a Friend or Patron of the LHF http://www.levantineheritage.com/join-us.html. We provide these talks for free to Friends and Patrons as part of our 

mission to preserve and promote the research and public understanding of Levantine heritage. Friend/Patron subscriptions help cover the LHF’s costs in arranging these events in city-centre 

venues and online. For commercial sponsorship packages for a conference, annual talk series or research programme, please contact chairman@levantineheritage.com. 
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