1st Levantine Heritage Foundation Zoom lecture gathering with guest speaker Nilay Özlü (Altınbaş
University) - 19 November 2020, 5pm (UK time)
A Levantine Architect: Alexandre Vallaury (1850-1921)
Born to a Levantine family in the Ottoman Empire, Alexandre Vallaury became one of the most prominent and prolific architects of
Constantinople. Being educated in Paris École des Beaux Arts, Vallaury designed numerous public and private buildings in the
Ottoman capital, ranging from museums to schools, offices to mansions, and from mosques to hotels. His characteristic design
vocabulary, enriched with local forms and materials, as well as universally recognized architectural details, reflects his diverse
background shaped within Italian, French and Ottoman cultural spheres. This seminar will introduce the family background of
Vallaury and will present his architectural style, focusing on some of his significant designs, such as the Ottoman Imperial Bank, Pera
Palace Hotel, Abdulmecid Efendi Mansion and the Greek Orphanage.
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Nilay Özlü is an architectural historian with a focus on urban culture of Istanbul, late-Ottoman history, museum
studies, and court culture. She worked for the Topkapı Palace Museum restoration projects between 2014-2016 and
currently she is an Assistant Professor at Istanbul Altınbaş University, teaching architectural design, history and
theory. She received Samuel H. Kress Foundation Fellowship by the Society of Architectural Historians, the Barakat
Trust Award by Oxford University and Getty Foundation Connecting Art Histories Scholarship. She is currently the
Barakat postdoctoral fellow at the University of Oxford.

Booking essential: https://nilay-ozlu-lecture.eventbrite.co.uk
Please support these events by becoming a sponsor. We provide these talks for free to members as part of our mission to preserve and promote the research and
public understanding of Levantine heritage. Sponsoring the talks helps cover the LHF’s costs in arranging these talks in central London. For sponsorship packages,
please contact chairman@levantineheritage.com. All sponsors will be recognised at events and on our website.

